




Annual Dues 
Lodge Treasurers in particular 
should note that the Grand Lodge 
annual dues are to be increased by 
£1.00 from their present level of 
£15.00 plus VAT to £16.00 plus 
VAT with effect from 1 
September 2009. 

Aid for distressed Mark Masons 
Mark Grand Lodge has 
considerable funds for the making 
of grants to Brethren and their 
dependants who may need 
financial assistance.  Lodge 
Almoners will know where this 
assistance may be needed, 
particularly in these difficult 
economic times, and should 
consult the Provincial Grand 
Almoner, Norman Yarnell, on 
01527 877044 or on 
normanyarnell@aol.com, who 
will be pleased to advise on 
procedure.  All enquiries are dealt 
with on a strictly confidential 
basis.  It is of interest to note that 
during the six months ended 31 
December 2008, 22 petitions were 
relieved by the Mark Benevolent 
Fund in the total sum of £97,000 
and in the same period 24 
emergency grants were made in 
the total sum of £53,475. 

Recognition 
Grand Lodge is to recognise the 
Grand Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons of Togo, the Grand Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons of 
Estonia, and the Norwegian Order 
of Freemasonry – Grand Lodge of 
Norway; this last recognition will 
enable a Mark Master Mason of 
the English Constitution to visit a 
Norwegian Lodge working up to 
and including the IV���
�
New Lodge 
The MW Grand Master has been 
pleased to grant a Warrant for the 
Mayflower Lodge No 1889 in 
Lincolnshire. 

150 years 
The MW Grand Master has 
granted a Commemoration 
Warrant for 150 years of 
continuous working to 
Cheltenham and Keystone Lodge 
No 10 in Gloucestershire and 
Herefordshire. 

100 years 
Centenary Warrants have been 
granted by the MW Grand Master 
to Auckland Lodge No 596 
(Durham), Chaloner Lodge No 
599 (Wiltshire), Wallasey Lodge 
No 600 (Cheshire) and Seymour 
Lodge No 606 (Warwickshire). 

Provincial Grand Masters  
VW Bro Frank Jeremy Shaw 
PGJO is the new Provincial 
Grand Master for Dorset.  The 
MW Grand Master has been 
pleased to extend, at his pleasure, 
the Patent of Appointment of RW 
Bro Keith Schofield as Provincial 
Grand Master for East Lancashire, 
and RW Bro Peter Rollin as 
Provincial Grand Master for East 
Anglia. 

Membership of the Order of 
Mark Master Masons  
During the three months ended 31 
December 2008, 394 Certificates 
of Registration were issued.  The 
total subscribing membership at 
31 December 2008 was 43,474. 

2009 Festival 
The One Hundred and Forty First 
Mark Benevolent Fund Festival 
will be held on Saturday 11 July 
2009 at the White Heather Hotel, 
Kirkbride, Wigton, Cumbria, on 
which occasion RW Bro William 
Kenneth Wilson, Provincial 
Grand Master for Cumbria and 
Westmorland, will preside. 

Best lunch in London 
Brethren are reminded that the St 
James’s Carvery at Mark Masons’ 
Hall, 86 St James’s Street, 
London SW1A 1PL, is open to all 
Freemasons, their ladies and 
friends for lunch on Monday to 
Friday from 12.30pm to 2.30pm.  
Telephone 020 7747 1181 to 
make a reservation. 

Provincial web site 
The RW Provincial Grand Master 
has authorised the commissioning 
and preparation of a Provincial 
web site.  Work is well in hand 
for this exciting venture and an 
announcement of its launch will 
be made later in the year.  Please 
let the Provincial Information 

Officer know what you would like 
to see on the web site. 

Lost his way? 
At the February meeting of Ark 
Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners, the 
representative of the Provincial 
Grand Master, W Bro Terry 
Davies, at the rising, gave 
faultless Provincial greetings but 
then attributed them to the 
Provincial Grand Master of 
Shropshire!  

One hundred years in the Mark 
At the regular meeting of Godson 
Lodge of Mark Master Masons in 
February, a Lodge room full of 
Lodge members, active Provincial 
Officers and the Provincial 
Demonstration Team, sat 
enthralled as the Provincial Grand 
Master held a warm and informal 
conversation with two recipients 
of Certificates commemorating 50 
years of service to the Mark 
Degree. After he had reviewed the 
long and exemplary service given 
to the Province by W Bros Gerald 
Winfield and Bill Day, the 
Provincial Grand Master 
presented them with their 
certificates of service to Mark 
Masonry, the worthy Brethren 
were than proclaimed to great 
acclamation. 

New man at the top over the 
border 
RW Bro David Rawlins, the 
Provincial Grand Master for 
Warwickshire, has been pleased 
to appoint W Bro Roger S Mac as 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master.  
Roger, a former Assistant 
Provincial Grand Master in the 
Craft in Warwickshire, will be 
invested on 30 April at the regular 
meeting of the Warwickshire 
Installed Masters Lodge of Mark 
Master Masons.  
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